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Recreation

About the cover: Cal State San Marcos
students gear up for a game of cornhole.
Learn about the City’s new Bags N’ Brews
event on May 4. Page 3
City Hall holiday closures:
San Marcos administrative offices—including
Parks & Recreation and Public Works—will be
closed on May 27, July 4 and September 2.

Recreation Guide
San Marcos Hikes
Events at a Glance
Facilities and Parks Reservations
Parent & Child
Early Childhood
Adventure Day Camp
Swim Lessons
Summer Specialty Camps
Teens
Adults
Adults 50+
Community Resource Guide

City Council Meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6 pm
Meetings: unless otherwise noted. Please check the City’s website for any changes to
the schedule.

City Hall after hours: (760) 752-7550

San Marcos Community Television (SMTV) airs
live cablecasts of City Council meetings on
Cox Communications Channel 19, Spectrum
Cable Channel 24 and AT&T U-verse Channel 99. Live and archived
webcasts are also available at www.san-marcos.net.
A complete schedule of all city commission meetings is available online at
www-san-marcos.net/agendas.

San Marcos City Council
Rebecca Jones, Mayor
Sharon Jenkins, Mayor Pro Tem
María Nuñez, Council Member
Jay Petrek, Council Member
Randy Walton, Council Member
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Contact Us:
San Marcos City Hall 1 Civic Center Drive | San Marcos, CA 92069 | (760) 744-1050
Open Monday through Thursday and alternate Fridays, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

San Marcos 3 Civic Center Drive | San Marcos, CA 92069 | (760) 744-9000
Community Center Open Monday through Friday, 8 am - 7 pm

Open for fitness
First annual Bags N’ Brews event
Cornhole tournament on May 4

Mark J. Noy Jr. Adult Fitness Zone
The weather in San Marcos is too nice to strictly workout inside.
Adult residents can now get their fitness on at the new
Mark J. Noy, Jr. Adult Fitness Zone, located in front of the
Senior Activity Center, 111 Richmar Avenue.

The City is hosting its first
annual Bags N’ Brews
With its shade sails and ADA accessibility, this facility is designed
event on Saturday,
for year-round use to encourage healthy and active lifestyles while
May 4 at Hollandia Park,
supporting the City’s status as a San Diego County
12 Mission Hills Court.
Live Well community.
Featuring two divisions,
On site instructor-led fitness classes will be offered. For more
one competitive and
information about San Marcos parks and classes coming to
one recreational,
the fitness zone, visit www.san-marcos.net/parks.
residents can test their beanbag tossing skills or just be enthusiastic spectators.
Designed to be a family-friendly event, kids can enjoy crafts, arts, jump houses,
among other activities, and adults over 21 years of age can sample locally
brewed beverages.
The price of general admission is free and concession sales will be available.
The cost to enter the cornhole tournament is $100 per two-person team for the
competitive division and $50 per two-person team for the recreational division,
State of the City address
which includes one beer for each competitor. Winning teams from both brackets
available online
will take home a combined prize pool of $1,500.
Mayor Rebecca Jones delivered her inaugural State of
Complimentary onsite parking at Hollandia
the City address during the San Marcos Chamber
Park will be offered. For more information, visit
Business Awards in late February. To watch a replay of
www.san-marcos.net/BagsNBrews.
her address, visit www.san-marcos.net/SOTC2019.
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San Marcos
Traﬀic Solutions

The THREE Es of
Traﬀic Management
A community’s traffic (or lack thereof) results from
the synergies between engineering, enforcement and
education, commonly referred to as the “Three Es” in city
government circles.

ENGINEERING
This is what San Marcos traffic
engineers do to make traffic continue
to flow smoothly and safely. Examples
in San Marcos include calibrating traffic
signal timing and using highly visible
LED lighting.

ENFORCEMENT

IMPROVING THE ROADS WE ALL TRAVEL
Like all cities, San Marcos has a unique blend of traffic patterns and
routes that experience more traffic volume than others. We are conveniently
situated between two major freeways, which means our roads easily take
our residents where they need to go. It also means that San Marcos
thoroughfares might be choice routes for others as well.
Over the past few years, the City has implemented many improvements
to alleviate traffic in key areas including the:

San Marcos’ Sheriff’s Department
enforces driving and safety laws to
ensure our roads are as safe as
possible.

EDUCATION
Empowered with knowledge,
San Marcos residents can bolster
the City’s engineering and enforcement
efforts to make our roads more
pleasant and safe to travel.

• Coordination of traffic signals on San Marcos Boulevard, resulting in a
documented 40 percent improvement in travel time;
• Replacement of outdated lights with LED traffic signals
to enhance visibility and safety;
• Installation of new signals at key intersections to
provide for safer travel and crossings;
• Advancement of our City’s signal reliability and
speed with our citywide ethernet project and
installation of fiber optic communication lines.
Each of these initiatives, and many others, mean
that the City of San Marcos is continually working to
improve the infrastructure, systems and technologies
used to manage our City’s traffic.
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At the end of 2018, the City
launched a new educational initiative
to inspire more courteous driving in
San Marcos. We encourage all drivers
to remember the San Marcos manners
that keep our roads safe and friendly
for all.
For a list of San Marcos driving
manners, visit www.san-marcos.net/
honklesswavemore.

OFF-LEASH
parks give dogs a place

to play

Dogs required to be
on-leash elsewhere
San Marcos is home to five dog parks that provide safe places for four-legged
family members to run and play. For the enjoyment and safety of other facilities,
these are the only designated areas where dogs may be off-leash. Leashes must be
used when walking dogs on trails or in parks.
It is important to remember that dog owners must keep their animal(s) under
control at all times by law. On private property, dogs must be under control by
effective voice commands, a leash or tether, or confined by a physical or electronic
barrier.
In California, there are strict liability laws that indicate dog owners are responsible
for injuries or damage caused by a dog, regardless of whether or not the owner was
negligent. In San Marcos, owners are also subject to an additional fine if they are
not in effective control of their dog.
For more information, call the City of San Marcos at (760) 744-1050.

San Marcos
Dog Park Locations
San Elijo Park
1105 Elfin Forest Road
Hollandia Park
12 Mission Hills Court
Innovation Park
1131 Armorlite Drive

San Marcos
service app

LANCASTERCA

San Marcos to
launch city service
requests app
In summer, the City of
San Marcos will launch a
new app—the San Marcos City App—designed to
give San Marcos residents a free real-time, and
simple way to use their mobile device to report
community issues such as graffiti or potholes.
Until the app is ready for its public debut,
visit the City’s website at www.san-marcos.net/
reportaconcern to let us know about debris in the
roadway, graffiti, potholes or general community
suggestions. We’ll take care of the rest!

Montiel Park
2290 Montiel Road
Sunset Park
909 Puesta del Sol
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UPDATE:
North City
and San Elijo
Town Center
Gaining Steam
San Marcos is arguably emerging as
one of the region’s most desirable
cities, according to data recently
collected by the San Diego Regional
Economic Development Corporation
(San Diego Regional EDC). It is one of
the fastest growing cities in San Diego
County, median incomes are on an
uptick that’s outpacing the region, and
the local business inventory has grown
10 percent in the last decade alone.

“This all translates to an annual GDP of
$7.9 billion that’s helping to drive the
high quality of life we all enjoy here in
San Marcos and across North County..”
– Tess Sangster, Economic Development Manager

As the City continues to thrive, a couple
of key projects have generated a good
deal of public interest: North City,
which aims to anchor the City’s future
downtown; and San Elijo Town Center,
which is at the heart of that community.
Here’s what you can expect to see at
each development over the next year,
and beyond.
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North City | 250 North City Drive
North City aims to be a cultural hub for San Marcos, complete with restaurants, stores,
offices, townhomes, apartments and entertainment venues—all within walking distance.
Soon, it’ll reach a new milestone: This summer North City Drive will open directly off
S. Twin Oaks Valley Road, between E. Barham Drive and Interstate 78. This is noteworthy
because it will finally provide a direct road into North City.
Sea Breeze Properties—the developer behind North City—says the long-term vision includes
a high-end movie theater and grocery store. While nothing can be officially announced yet,
there have been recent talks with a gourmet ice cream shop, yoga studio, and popular
Mexican eatery.
In April, Union Cowork will open a 10,000-square-foot space near Umami Japanese
Restaurant, Prep Kitchen, Fresh Healthy Café and Newtopia Cyder. In August, California
State University San Marcos (CSUSM) will open its Extended Learning building—a six-story,
135,000-square-foot structure that will house a mix of academic space and retailers, though
none have been announced yet.
City staff is also reviewing a permit application for a 25,000 square-foot indoor rock-climbing
gym. Though the name hasn’t been announced, it is part of well-known national chain,
according to Sea Breeze Properties. It will be located right next to Urge Gastropub. Once all
permits are received, the climbing gym is slated to open in 2020.
For more information about North City, including updates about new tenants, visit
www.northcity.com.

San Elijo Town Center | 1620-1646 San Elijo Road
The village vibe of San Elijo Hills continues to take root as its central plaza becomes more bustling
by the day. It’s not uncommon to see locals lounging on the greenbelt—or strolling along the shops
and eateries, which as of late includes Lourdes Mexican Food, Starbucks, Everbowl, Sourdough & Co,
CycleBar, Downtown Academics, San Elijo Pediatric Dentistry and Grand Vision Optometry.
These businesses are all part of San Elijo Town Center, which is still taking shape. Though most
of it is filled, there are a couple of restaurant space still up for grabs.
The property’s brokerage company, Newmark Knight Frank, says it would like to see a local
chef-inspired concept in one of those spaces.
Later this year, crews will break ground on the next phase of San Elijo Town Center, which will be
along Elfin Forest Road. Plans call for a two-story building with 7,700 square feet of commercial space.
There’s already been interest from several businesses, including fitness groups, yoga studios,
medical offices, one of the nation’s top five banks and other destination-oriented retailers, according
to Newmark Knight Frank.
For more information about San Elijo Town Center, please visit www.ambientcommunities.com.
To learn more about the City’s economic development division, contact Tess Sangster at
TSangster@san-marcos.net or (760) 744-1050, ext. 3120.
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City smoking
policy updates
Designated smoking areas
in parks to be removed

Keeping

PACE
PRIMARY,
ALTERNATIVE,
CONTINGENCY and
EMERGENCY
evacuation routes

You have prepared your home
for the threat of wildfire with
defensible space and you have
packed your emergency items.
You’re ready. You’re set.
But in an emergency, where
are you supposed to go?

The acronym PACE stands for primary, alternative, contingency and emergency. Due to the
dynamic nature of disasters, San Marcos residents are encouraged to create their own multitiered escape plan following the PACE protocol. It is a wise and necessary component to any
emergency preparedness plan.
In 2019, the San Marcos Fire Department will be hosting community meetings to discuss
the value of having a PACE plan in place. During these meetings, fire officials will share their
knowledge with the community to assist residents in preparing their own list of PACE
evacuation routes. Look for more details about these events on the City’s website and social
media platforms.
For questions, contact the San Marcos Fire Department
at (760) 744-1050, ext. 3410.
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Supporting its status as a San Diego
County Live Well community, the City of
San Marcos has updated its tobacco policy
to remove designated smoking areas from
city parks, trails, recreation areas, reserves
and facilities owned or managed by the City,
which will be smoke-free. The smoke-free
zones will extend to public spaces within
100 feet of these facilities and all public
park signage will be updated to help inform
residents about the change.

The updated policy advances the notion
that regulating public smoking protects
the health, safety, welfare, comfort and
environment of the greater community.
Approved by the City Council in February
2019, the City’s existing policy was
amended after collected data and resident
survey responses suggested that designated
smoking areas were difficult to enforce and
not reflective of resident desires.
The policy also includes language to
cover the use of heated tobacco cigarettes,
vaporizers, vape pens, cannabis, and
clarifies social host obligations for those
who are underage.
For more information, please visit
www.san-marcos.net/news.

San Marcos Creek Infrastructure
Project update
Ground clearing, construction bids,
public outreach in the works
After completing all designs and securing approval by the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), residents will soon see significant
improvements underway as construction begins in San Marcos.
After clearing the area surrounding San Marcos Creek south of San Marcos
Boulevard wrapped up in February, construction is expected break ground
this fall on two new bridges that will span Bent Avenue and Via Vera Cruz.
Enhancements will include the widening of Discovery Street to four lanes
between Bent Avenue and Via Vera Cruz; a new four-lane bridge spanning the
creek on Via Vera Cruz; and a two-lane bridge on Bent Avenue. A promenade
park, bike and pedestrian amenities will also be added.
Expected to take about three years to complete, there will be notable impacts
to nearby residents, schools, businesses and commuters.
This summer, an outreach effort will kick-off to make sure residents and
businesses are informed, know where to get information and know how to get
questions answered.
The City will be reaching out early and often to keep you updated on road
closures, construction impacts and overall project progress.
Ultimately, this work will relieve long-standing flooding issues, improve
traffic flow and support habitat conservation efforts all while providing new
recreation opportunities.
To learn more about these improvements, visit www.san-marcos.net/creekbridges.
To receive emailed notifications, visit www.san-marcos.net/alerts and select “Creek Bridge Project.”

Commercial space available at City Hall
Did you know there are office spaces now available for lease at City Hall? City Hall is
located in the “center of it all” with many amenities available such as:
•
•
•
•

Easy freeway and Sprinter access
Delicious variety of eateries nearby
Convenient conference room rentals
Free gym access with lockers and showers

For more information, contact Chris Williams at
chris.williams@colliers.com or (760) 930-7952.

FOR
LEASE
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Best of
San Marcos
Online photo contest
Winners from the 2019 "Best of San Marcos" photo
contest were announced in March. With 34 entries
received, the competition was stiff but many beautiful
San Marcos sights were captured. Thanks to all who took
the time to submit a photograph.

CSUSM Athletic Events
Join Cal State San Marcos Athletics this summer for fun the whole
family can enjoy. Kick-off June at CSUSM’s annual Cougar Scramble Golf
Tournament and Dinner benefiting the CSUSM Athletic Scholarship Fund.
The tournament will take place on Monday, June 3 at CSUSM Men’s and
Women’s Golf home course, the beautiful Shadowridge Country Club in
Vista. Tee time is set for 11:30 am. Participants are invited to enter as an
individual, a team, purchase a hole sponsorship or be a product sponsor.
Each golfer will receive an on-course lunch, dinner at the Clubhouse and
a gift bag.
This fundraiser is a great opportunity for you to enjoy a round of golf
while raising money for the CSUSM Athletic Scholarship Fund.
For tournament questions, please email mshah@csusm.edu.
For sponsorship questions, please email nburchfield@csusm.edu.
*Fair market value is $100/player

Then, don’t miss your chance to be a part of CSUSM summer camps
for boys and girls of all ages. CSUSM Athletics offers a number of
camps throughout the summer varying from
sport-specific to an all-sport camp.
Campers will get the opportunity
to learn the importance of
communication, teamwork and
good sportsmanship all while
making new friends and
having a blast! Plus, our
experienced staff will lead
campers to provide a safe and
fun environment for all.
For more information
or to register, visit
csusmcougars.com/camps.
Stay updated with everything
#CSUSMAthletics!
www.CSUSMCougars.com
@CSUSMCougars
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The first place winner was Pretty Path by Alison Frank. Alison received
a $50 valued prize.

Second place went to Morning Run at the Lake by Gail Gonzalez
Coloyan. Gail received a $25 valued prize.

