Welcome to

SAN MARCOS

From the rugged beauty of its rolling hills, to its bustling commercial districts and leading educational
institutions, San Marcos has plenty to offer. With room to grow, there is still untapped potential on the
horizon.
Already, San Marcos supports a $7.9 billion economy that boasts strongholds in manufacturing,
whole-sale trade, education, technology, healthcare and microbreweries. With San Marcos' new
business inventory jumping 25 percent in the last decade alone, there is no doubt local businesses are
gaining steam.
San Marcos is ready to accomodate and meet the needs of businesses. Whether you need retail,
commercial, industrial or office space, you will find ample lease options, spec buildings and land for
construction, often at a much lower price than in nearby coastal cities. Plus, thanks to its central
location, San Marcos is ideal for reaching a diverse clientele-just 35 miles from downtown San Diego, 40
miles from Orange County and 24 miles from Riverside County.
Unlike its neighboring cities, San Marcos has the unique opportunity to create a downtown district on
more than 400 acres in the heart of the city. The vision for this mixed-use project is focused on creating
an urban, pedestrian-oriented space that deepens the sense of community.
Read on to learn about what we have in store, and discover how San Marcos can empower
your business.
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THE SAN MARCOS
An Entreprenuerial City

Unlike most cities, San Marcos was founded on the idea

about the challenges facing local commerce.

that it should operate more like a business. In fact, that
concept is central to its voter-approved city charter.

City staff is also working to simplify the development
approval process—which includes everything from

San Marcos continues to live up to this distinction by

making it easier to navigate the land entitlement process,

constantly striving to collaborate with its local business

to bolstering collaboration between the City and

community in new and better ways.

private-sector on California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) document preparation.

In 2015, San Marcos boosted its efforts by creating its
first economic development division. Since then,

We encourage you to learn more about these ongoing

significant progress has been made, including the hire

improvements by contacting our Economic Development

of an economic development manager who is dedicated

Manager, Tess Radmill at tradmill@san-marcos.net

to helping business owners navigate city process—and
the launch of the San Marcos Business Walk Program, a
twice-a-year event where volunteers collect feedback
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THE

Future OF SAN MARCOS
A Downtown Vision

San Marcos has the unique opportunity to create a

The creation of these districts will ensure that San Marcos

downtown district on more than 400 acres in the heart of

is ready to serve its growing population, build upon an

the city—an area commonly referred to as the Creek

existing sense of community, and ultimately enhance
quality of life.

District and University District (North City).

To learn more about this project, we encourage you to visit

Based on plans created for this area in 2007, a vision has

www.san-marcos.net/creekdistrict .

taken shape. Combined, these two neighboring concepts
will offer a blend of mixed use development, including
housing, parking, office space, retail and dining—while
preserving open space and rehabilitating the San Marcos
Creek.
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NORTH COUNTY’S

Education HUB
Where Education Meets Innovation

Home to an award-winning school district, the 78 Corridor's only public university California State University San Marcos - and the region's largest community college Palomar College - San Marcos is North County's education hub.
Combined, San Marcos' academic institutions serve more higher
education students than any other community in San Diego County.
San Marcos produces the talent needed to create, support and
sustain a professional workforce that drives entrepreneurial
innovation.
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Education BY THE NUMBERS
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Innovate 78

The Collaborative Culture of North County

Oceanside
Vista

SAN MARCOS

Escondido

The 78 Corridor is a hub for innovation. From San Marcos to Carlsbad to Escondido, Oceanside and Vista, North County
represents an ecosystem rich with companies and a talented workforce to take any concept from design to production.
Coupled with an unparalleled climate, endless opportunity to live an active lifestyle, and a unique culture of craft beer, arts,
family, and recreation, you will find an ideal place to grow your career, your family and your business.
www.innovate78.com
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SAN MARCOS

Demographics

North County’s Fastest Growing Community
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Living IN SAN MARCOS
Quality of Life
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Discover SAN MARCOS
CONTACT US TODAY!
Tess Radmill
Economic Development Manager
(760) 744-1050, ext. 3120
tradmill@san-marcos.net
1 Civic Center Drive
San Marcos, CA 92069
www.san-marcos.net
SAN MARCOS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
• Starting a business
• Demographic statistics
• Connecting to other business resources
• Permitting and development assistance
• Site selection assistance
• Business liaison services
• Pre-development meetings
• Internship placement
• Business expansion
• Workforce needs
STAY CONNECTED @SANMARCOSCITY
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www.san-marcos.net

1 Civic Center Drive
San Marcos, CA 92069

